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“I hate living in the countryside.”
For a long time I felt this way about
my hometown. 'm from Oita Pre-
fecture, which is not very famous
in Japan. We don’t have any big
theme parks or shopping centers,
and I thought that life would be
much more exciting if I lived in a
big city like Tokyo, Osaka or
Fukuoka. _

We often hear that Oita is blessed
with a lot of nature and beautiful

scenery, but I used to think that the
only reason we were “blessed” with
so much nature was because we
hadn’t built anything exciting yet.
I couldn’t appreciate my home
prefecture until one day when I
read a newspaper article about
“green tourism” that helped
change my mind. Through green
tourism, people who live in the city
are encouraged to spend a few days
experiencing nature by doing
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things such as trekking in the

~ mountains or gathering shellfish

along the coast.

I had my first experience with
green tourism when my family vis-
ited the small town of Ajimu. We
stayed at a local tourist home and
had the chance to try farming and
learn about life in a traditional agri-
cultural village. It was heartwarm-
ing to meet the local people be-
cause they were so friendly to us.
We had a good time there, and I
now think that the countryside can
be a fascinating place.

Recently, green tourism is be-
coming popular in Japan among
foreigners as well as Japanese peo-
ple. I think that this is very good
and we should work to spread this

custom around the world. Not only
is it educational and fun, but it also
boosts the economy in rural areas
while helping to protect the envi-
ronment. I am proud to live in Oita
Prefecture with its nature and tra-
ditional culture, and if anyone asks
me what to do during summer va-
cation, I have this recommenda-
tion:

Head for the mountains and take
a “peak.”

Then down to the river which
has a “mouth” but does not speak.

And if the river has been “cool.”

Remember safety first is the rule.

Then take a tour of deep, dark
caves,

Or visit the friendly ocean which
always “waves.”
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